[The non-neuronal cholinergic system in immunocompetent cells].
Most of the cholinergic components, which are expressed in neurons, exist in the immunocompetent cells, especially the lymphocytes, and thus constitute an independent cholinergic system. Comparing with neuronal cholinergic system, the non-neuronal cholinergic system has its unique characteristics, and may be involved in regulation of immune function and inflammatory responses in human and other mammals. An insight into the non-neuronal cholinergic system in immunocompetent cells may facilitate further understanding of pathophysiology and novel therapeutics of immune abnormalities, infectious diseases and neurodegenerative diseases.